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supporting 
communities
improving 
lives

�

What a year! Together with our partners, we have provided support and training opportunities for over 
4,000 individuals, helping people to gain new skills. We focus on helping people to develop the skills they 
need to stay in, or gain employment, and our consortium of partners covers a diverse range of subjects, 
from baking to engineering to childcare. We continue to work closely with the local Job centres in Kent to 
help people develop employability skills.

We were approached by PricewaterhouseCoopers to work on a community support programme with 
them, and their volunteers helped us to develop and deliver a series of social enterprise workshops 
for local charities. The feedback we had for this programme was excellent, with over 95% of attendees 
recommending it. We will use this experience to develop further programmes and events to support the 
Kent VCSE sector to become more sustainable and entrepreneurial.

A third major activity was being elected as the lead partner for Thanet’s Fulfilling Lives: Ageing Better bid. 
This programme, funded by the BIG Lottery, aims to reduce social isolation for older people. We worked 
closely with a wide range of partners, including Age UK, Thanet District Council, Kent County Council, 
Cummins, University of Kent, and the Advice Partnership for East Kent, to submit the bid, and were 
delighted to find out recently that we were successful! We will be leading the £3m project in Thanet, which 
will kick off from April 2015 and run for 5 years.

Claudia Sykes
CEO

Welcome...
to the Social Enterprise Kent
Social Impact report for 2013-14
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our
training 
services

we provide a range of training 
solutions to help people develop 
new skills and qualifications and 
progress in their careers.

total learners

unemployed provided with training

Diplomas

Certificates

ICT qualifications

Maths qualifications

English qualifications

Apprenticeships

In 2013-2014
we supported:

4294
347
169
90
81
69
68
51
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our
training
success
rates

national average

75% age 16-18 level 2
70%

national average

90% age 16-18 level 3
76%

national average

89% age 19+ level 2
73%

our training success rates:
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consortia & 
partnership 
working “National Bakery Training has seen its profile and growth 

raised beyond expectations over the last 3 years through 
collaboration with like-minded partner organisations who 
all share the same ethos and beliefs around training.

The beauty of collaborative working is sharing knowledge 
and experience to the benefit of learners and the whole 
consortium.

”
Scott Anderson
Training and Quality Manager, National Bakery Training
Consortium partner

We have successfully run a national 

training consortium with 8 partners since 

August 2011 delivering £4.5 million 

worth of training to 3553 learners 

including 937 apprentices.

We are also in 
partnership with 
east kent college 
delivering the esF 
skills support for 
the workforce 
programme.
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We led a consortium of 25 Partnering 
organisations in a successful bid to draw down 

£3 million over 5 years to reduce social 
isolation for older people in thanet.

ageless
thanet

Funded by the BIG Lottery through the national ‘Fulfilling Lives; Aging Better’ funding programme.

We sponsored the 
‘Kent Teacher of the 
Year Literacy Award 
2014’ in association 
with the KM Group.

We hosted an EU Funding Fair with 
BSK CIC which was attended by over 
100 delegates from 107 voluntary 
sector organisations, assisting 
them with access to 
EU funding.
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social
enterprise & 
community 
projects
SEK directors Claudia sykes and 
rebecca smith with the pwc team

we delivered a 
series of business 
workshops for 
social enterprises 
and charities 
with volunteer 
support from 
pricewaterhouse 
coopers.

“ First time I have been able to write a good business plan; excellent content. ”
“ Fun, enthusiastic and patient trainers; thank you. ”

These were attended by:

54 people from

40 different organisations
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our
employment 
services

We provide support to enable people to 
enter and retain employment, particularly 
for those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

188
96
51
41

259

attended interviews

now in training / volunteering

now in employment

positive outcomes from 
our job club

clients supported through 
our employment services

We also held an apprenticeship open day as well as 
delivering 8 digital age training courses to 60 people 
enabling them to secure employment.

Our Employment Services are funded by Kent County Council.



01227 844449
www.sekgroup.org.uk
info@sekgroup.org.uk

      @SocEntKent

Kent Enterprise House · 1 The Links · Herne Bay · Kent · CT6 7GQ

find out more
get in touch with us today


